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Springbank Airport Community Noise Consultative Committee Meeting
June 30, 2010
Facilitator:
Larry Stock, Springbank Airport General Manager
Shaye Folk-Blagbrough, Calgary Airport Authority Environmental Specialist

Airport Annual Movements
· The airport has seen an overall decline in movements since 2007
· 2007 YBW was the 7th busiest airport for movements; in 2009 it rated 12th 
· Local traffic (circuits) have decreased and there has been a rise in itinerant traffic
· Nav Canada has recently changed their method for tracking movements which may have an effect on the overall stats
· The new methodology will provide a better accounting of the movements at YBW as it records in real time.  The new measures will be used at all airports insuring constant statistical data across the country
Monthly Noise Concerns
· Summer always represents a higher number of calls as a result of more outdoor activity and windows being open
· The types of aircraft operating from YBW have remained the same
Noise Study
· A follow up to the 1998-1999 noise study was requested during the 2009 SACNCC Meeting
· The same 4 locations from the 1998 study were used as well as 1 additional site
· The 5 locations were chosen because of their proximity to the airport and the traffic patterns of arriving and departing aircraft
· Each monitor was placed for 24 hours to record the noise levels in that area; the dates chosen were at random and did not necessarily correspond with a specific active runway
· The overall results found consistent noise levels at all 5 locations and similar with the previous study’s findings
There is currently no Transport Canada regulation for airport noise emissions; to gain a better understanding of what these recorded levels mean the findings can be compared to the noise requirements from Alberta’s Energy and Utility Board Directive 038, which states the requirements for noise control as they apply to all operations and facilities under the jurisdiction of the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board 
· It was found that the noise levels recorded from all ambient noise (including air traffic and vehicle traffic) both aircraft and vehicle traffic surrounding the 5 locations were lower than than specified by Directive 038.  This is not meant to be a direct comparison.
· The findings of the study have been documented and will be made available online at www.ybw.ca
Jet Restrictions
· SABPA had requested for YBW to lift the existing Jet restrictions
· To consider such a request, the Calgary Airport Authority requires statistical and quantifiable data of the number of aircraft that can be shared with the SACNCC
· Military aircraft will always be restricted at YBW.  Operator’s of military aircraft require proper documentation to prove the aircraft is equipped with Chapter 3 noise compliant engines
Code C
· SABPA requested Code C restrictions be lifted from YBW
· The Calgary Airport Authority have determined exceptions can be made for certain Code C aircraft:
· It will be determined on a case by case basis
· Prior authorization is required and flight times will be restricted
· For maintenance only with a vertically integrated existing Code B maintenance facility that requests the occasional Code C for maintenance. 
Rotary Wing
· A large majority of the noise complaints over the past year have been from rotary wing operators
· Since helicopters do not follow the normal circuit pattern they move noise into areas that are not normally accustomed to it
· Residents have become accustomed to seeing R22s and R44s at required altitude so a 212 at the same height will appear much lower
· Residents to the NE and SE of the airport are hugely impacted
· Onus is put on the pilots to be mindful of where they are flying as ATC does not provide headings to mitigate these issues
· Operators were reminded to maintain sufficient altitude in the vicinity of residential communities or as directed by ATC
· Alternatives were discussed respecting short maintenance flights when runway 16-34 is active for fixed wing traffic.
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