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11.2 Airspace Considerations 

NavCanada is responsible for managing the airspace associated with the Springbank 
Airport. How the airspace is used by pilots and managed by NavCanada is a 
reflection of the wide variety of aviation activities that occur at the Springbank Airport. 
The following is a very general overview of the types of traffic that occur at 
Springbank. 

• Itinerant Traffic: involves aircraft which come into Springbank Airport from 
another location and land or take off at Springbank and depart the local Air 
Traffic Control Zone for other destinations. This traffic is generally illustrated 
by the green bands (arrivals) and yellow bands (departures) on Figure 11.3. 

• Fixed Wing Training Traffic: involves aircraft which stay within the local Air 
Traffic Control Zone as part of a “training circuit”. Training traffic stays within 
the circuit, and practice “touch and goes” on either of the two existing runways 
at Springbank Airport. Thus the training circuits for Springbank Airport are 
associated with each of the two existing runways. Only one circuit will be in 
use at any given time, depending on wind conditions.  There can be as many 
as 5 aircraft in the training circuit at any one time. The training circuits are 
generally depicted by the purple bands on Figure 11.3. 

• Rotary Wing Training Traffic: Helicopters also train at Springbank Airport. This 
activity also has a training circuit which typically revolves around the runway 
threshold that is not being used for the fixed wing training circuit. For example, 
when Runway 16/34 is in use for fixed wing training, helicopter training will 
utilize the threshold of Runway 25 for training purposes. (not shown on 
graphic). 

• Over Flights: This traffic is generally comprised of commercial aircraft that 
pass through the airspace for Springbank Airport at a higher elevation - 
enroute to the Calgary International Airport. They do not land or take off at 
Springbank Airport, but are simply “passing through”. 
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Figure 11.2 ZONING REGULATIONS; DETAILED VIEW 
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11.3 Land Use Compatibility 

Land use planning and development approval authority for the area surrounding 
Springbank Airport rests with the M.D. of Rocky View. 

The implementation and maintenance of compatible land use designations in areas 
surrounding airports is a very effective way achieving longer term harmonious 
relations between airport operations and the surrounding community. 

Important considerations include; compatible agricultural uses that reduce safety 
hazards such as bird activity; recognition of aircraft noise from arriving and departing 
aircraft; and recognition of aircraft noise associated with flight training circuits. In the 
later two respects, the airport authority has certain tools which can assist with the 
estimation and measurement of aircraft-related noise. This information is made 
available to the M.D. of Rocky View and other interested parties to assist with the 
compatible development of surrounding lands. 
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APPENDIX A 

POTENTIAL AIRPORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

2009 – 2018 TIMEFRAME 
 

North Land Development Phase 1 and 2  

Widening Taxi E to Code B 

Helicopter training area 

Utility Improvements 

Aesthetics and Landscaping 

Maintenance Garage Expansion 

North Stormwater Detention Pond 

Airport Manager’s Office Replacement 

Lay by Taxiways D & F 

High speed taxi exit Runway 34 

Utility Improvements 

Annual Restoration 

2019 – 2028 TIMEFRAME 
 

Parallel Runway 16R/34L 

North Land Development Phase 3 and 4  

Itinerant Apron Expansion 

Annual Restoration 

Lengthen Runway 25 

As with any longer term development plan, the demand and timing for potential 
developments will need to be monitored against the actual demand over time. 
Decisions regarding future investment will also take into account financial, 
environmental and other considerations. 
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APPENDIX B 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

TP 312E - Transport Canada publication Aerodrome Standards and Recommended 
Practices 

Aerodome reference point - The designated point or points on an aerodrome normally 
located at or near the geometric centre of the runway complex that establishes the locus of 
the radius or radii of the outer surface (as defined in a Zoning Regulation). 

Aircraft Load Rating -  The Relative structural loading effect of a aircraft on a pavement (the 
ability of pavement to safely support an aircraft) assigned by ICAO. 

Airport -  An aerodome for which, under Part III of the Air Regulations, an airport certificate 
has been issued by the Minister of Transport. 

Apron - That part of an aerodrome, other than the maneuvering area, intended to 
accommodate the loading and unloading of passengers and cargo, the refueling, servicing, 
maintenance and parking of aircraft, and movement of aircraft, vehicles and pedestrians 
necessary for such purposes. 

ASL -  Above Sea Level – Elevations measured in feet against sea level elevation of 0 ft. 

Maneuvering area -  That part of an aerodrome to be used for the take-off, landing and take-
off, landing and taxing of aircraft, excluding aprons. 

Non-precision instrument runway – An instrument runway served by visual aids and a non 
visual aid providing at best directional guidance adequate for a straight in approach. 

Obstacle Limitation Surface (OLS) -  A surface that establishes the limit to which objects 
may project into the airspace associated with an aerodrome so that aircraft operations at the 
aerodrome may be conducted safely.  Obstacle limitation surfaces consists of the following: 

Outer surface -  A Surface located in a horizontal plane above an aerodrome and its 
environs. 

Take-off/Approach surface -  An inclined plane beyond the end of a runway and preceding 
the threshold of a runway. 

Transitional surface -  A complex surface along the side of the strip and part of the side of 
the approach surface, that slopes upwards and outwards to the outer surface, when 
provided. 

Runway -  A defined rectangular area on a land aerodome prepared for the landing and 
take-off of aircraft. 

Taxiway -  A defined path on a land aerodrome established for the taxing of aircraft and 
intended to provide a link between one part of the aerodrome and another. 




